Application No.: 10/589,921 

Amendments to the Claims : 

Please amend claims 1, 2, 4, 6-9, 11-18, 22-27, 29-30, 32-37, 40, 42-44, 47-48, and 52 as 
indicated below. This listing of claims replaces all prior versions and listings of claims in the 

application: 

Listing of Claims : 

1. (Currently Amended) A method for producing a transaction card corresponding to an 
account of a customer and bearing an image defined by said customer, the method Ofmprising: 

associating an optically-readable identifier with a customer-defined image to be applied 
to the transaction card; 

reading said optical optically-readable identifier to reconcile [[it]] said optically-readable 
identifier with a corresponding identifier associated with customer account intbnnation to be 
apphed to the transaction card; and 

producing a transaction card bearing said customer-defined image and said customer 
account information. 

2. (Cui-rently Amended) A method as in claim 1 , wherein the step of reconciling said 
optical optically-readable identifier with said corresponding identifier associated with said 
customer account information comprises deriving said corresponding identifier fi-om said 
customer account intbnmtion. 

3. (Original) A method as in any preceding claim, wherein said customer account 
information and/or said corresponding identifier related to it are received securely from a card 
issuing authority. 
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-^1 . (Currently Amended) A method as in claim 1 [[,]] or 2 wherein after the step of 
reading said optical opticaiiy-readable identifier, aversion of the identifier is encoded onto a 
recording medium on the transaction card. 

5. (Original) A method as in claim 4, wherein said encoded version of the identifier is 
read as part of the process of reconciLiatton with said corresponding identifier associated with 
said customer account information. 

6. (CuiTcntly Amended) A method as in any preceding claim 1. or 2, wherein said 
customer account intbnnation comprises an embossing record for a financial transaction card. 

7. (Cui-rently Amended) A method as in claim 4 any-of-€laims-4~{>, wherein the step of 
encoding a transaction card with a version of the identifier is performed at a site of a card 
manufacturer. 

8. (Currently Amended) A method as in claim 4 any-0-f-ekti:ms-4-6, wherein the step of 
encoding a transaction card with a version of the identifier is performed at a site of a card 
finishing facility separate from the site of the card manufacturer. 

9. (Currently /\mended) A method as in any-pi=eeH3ding claim 1 or 2 , wherein said 
customer account information is provided by a financial transaction card issuer on a secure link 
to a card finishing facility. 
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10. (Original) A metiiod as in claim 9, wherein said financial transaction card issuer also 
provides said con-esponding identifier associated to with the customer account information. 



i 1 . (Currently Amended) A method as in aay-fn^eeediiig claim 1 or 2 , wherein said 
corresponding identifier associated with the customer account information is derived from the 
account infonnation . 

12. (Currently /^mended) A method as in aay-preeediHg claim 1 or 2 , wherein said 
coiTesponding identifier is derived from financial account information. 

13. (Currently Amended) As method as in any -preeeding claim 1 or 2 . wherein said 
corresponding identifier is derived from an embossing record. 

14. (Cun-ently Amended) A rnetliod as in ar\y preceding claim l.or.2, wherein an 
encryption module on a site controlled by said card issuer generates a secure identifier from 
account information. 

15. (Currently Amended) A method as in claim 14, wherein optical giM.optica,lly- 
readable identifier and said corresponding identifier a^rrespond to or are derived from said 
secui-e identifier. 

16. (Currently Amended) A method as in any preceding claim lor 2, wherein an 
identifier comprises one or more of: 
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a numeric code; an alpha numeric code; a text code; a non-sequentiai code; a one-way 
code; an encryption code; a bash code; meta tags; another suitable identifier. 

17. (Currently Amended) A method as in aay-fn^eeediiig claim 1 or 2 , wherein said 
o ptical opticMlyTieadaMe identifier comprises one or more of: 

bar code; a digital signature; text; numerals; alpha numeric code; microdot; micro text; 
invisible ink; digital watermark or other suitable optically readable codes. 

18. (Currently Amended) A method as in any preceding claim l..or 2, wherein said 
image and said optical optically-readable identifier [[is]] are stored in a storage facility. 

19. (Original) A method as in claim 18, wte'ein said storage facility is on a site 
controlled by a card graphics hosting service. 

20. (Original) A method as in claim 1 8, wherein said storage faci l ity is on a site of a 
card finishing facility. 

21 (Original) A method as in claim 1 8, wherein said storage facility is on a site of a 

card manufacturer. 

22. (Currently Amended) A method as in any preceding claim .1 .or.2, wherein cards 
with optical said optically-readable identifiers are transferred from the card manufacturer's 

control to a card finishing facility. 
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23. (Currently Amended) A method as in a«y precediog ciatni 1 or 2 . wherein one or 
more of the customer-defined image and tke-eptie-ai said optically-readabje identifier is placed on 
the front of a card. 

24. (Currently Amended) A method as in any preceding claim 1 or 2. wherein one or 
more of the customer-defined image and tite-eptieal said optically-readable identifier is placed on 
the back of a card. 

25. (Currently Amended) A method as in any preceding claim 1 or 2. wherein the 
customer has generated said customer-defined image. 

26. (Currently Amended) A method as in any preceding claim .1 .or.2, wherein the 
customer has manipulated said customer-defined image. 

27. (Currently /^mended) A method as in any-preeeding claim 1 or 2 , wherein the 
customer has selected said customer-defined image. 

28. (Original) A method as in claim 27, wherein an image is selected by a customer 
fi-om an available collection of images. 

29. (Currently Amended) A method as in any preceding claim 1. or 2. wherein said 
custonier-defmed image is uploaded by a customer by means of the internet. 
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30. (Currently Amended) A method as in a«y precediog ciatm 1 or 2 . wherein said 
ejMiea-i opticaUy-readable identifier is placed on said transaction card in a location tiiat is 
subsequently covered by another feature of the card. 

3 1 . (Original) A rnetiiod as in claim 30, wherein the feature is selected from one or more 

of: 

a chip; a hologram; or a brand feature. 

32. (Currently Amended) A method according to any preceding claim 1 or 2 . wherein 
identifiers for cards authorized to be issued are received by a card graphics hosting service from 
an authorized card issuer such that only customer-defined images destined for cards authorized 
to be issued are supplied for dov^-nstream processing. 

33. (Currently Amended) A method according to any-pfee-ed-in-g claim 1 or 2 . wherein 
said customer-defined image can be manipulated in relation to a template displaying one or more 
non-manipulatable card features. 

34. (Currently Amended) A method as in any-pFee-e4ij>g claim 1 or 2 . wherein only 
account information is transferred from a card issuing authority to a card finishing facility. 
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35. (Ciirrently Amended) A method according to any preceding claim .l.or.2. wherein 
said optical optically-readable identifier is applied to a portion of a card which is removed to 
generate a finished card. 

36. (Currently Amended) A method according to any preceding claim 1 or 2 , wherein aa 
optical said optically-readable identifier is applied to a card in more than one format. 

37. (Currently /^mended) A method according to any-pr-eeeding claim 1 or 2 , wherein 
said finishing facility causes customer-defined images to be provided from an image store hme 
based on reconciliation of identifiers. 

38. (Original) A method of producing a transaction card corresponding to an account of 
a customer and bearing an image defined by said customer, comprising a step of associatmg an 
optically-readable identifier with a customer-defined image. 

39. (Original) A method for production of a transaction card bearing account 
information and a customer-defined image, the method comprising: 

receiving an identifier generated froin account invbrrnatior; of a customer; 
generating an optically readable identifier corresponding to said received identifier; 
associatmg said optically readable identifier with an hnage defined by said customer; 
receivmg a corresponding identifier; and 
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reconciling said corresponding identifier and said optical identifier associated with tiie 
customer-defined image to cause production of a card bearing the customer-de fi n ed image and 
relevant customer accoimt Intbrmation. 

40. (Currently Amended) A method as in claim 39, wherein said step of associating said 
optical optically-readabie identifier with an image is performed by a card graphics hosting 
service. 

41. (Original) A method for producing a transaction card bearing account information 
and a customer-defined image, tlie method comprising: 

receiving from a card issuing authority an identifier derived from customer account 
information; 

embedding an optically readable version of said identifier in an image defined by said 

custoTTier; 

reading said optically readable identifier and encoding a version of the identifier in a 
recording medium of said transaction card; 

receiving said account information at a card production facility and independently 
generating a corresponding identifier therefrom; 

applying relevant account information and said customer defined image to a transaction 
card based on reconciliation of said corresponding identifier and said encoded version of the 
identifier. 
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42. (Currently Amended) A method as in any preceding claim 1 or 2. wherein said 
opticaily-readable identiiler is embedded in said customer-defined image. 

43. (Currently Amended) A method for producing a personalized product bearing an 
image defined by said customer, the method comprising: 

providing a graphics hosting facility to permit customers to define an image to be applied 
to products; 

associating an optically-readable identifier with the image; and 

reconciling said optical opliadiv~read identifier with a corresponding identifier such 
that said image is applied to a product intended for said customer. 

44. (Cuirently Amended) A method as in any-pr-ee«ding claim 1 or 2 , wherein said 
optical opticMly-reM^bk identifier and/or an identifier from which it is derived is generated by 
said card graphics hosting service. 

45. (Withdrawn) A method for applying a customer-defined image to a product at a 
location remote from the customer defining the image, the method comprising: 

providing an internet browser-based interface for defining manipulations to an image to 
be applied to a product; 

using said interface to select an image corresponding to image data and capturing 
information about manipulations to be applied to said image data; 

sending said image data and the captured infonnation on manipulations to a remote 
image processing engine; 
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performing the manipulations on said image data based on said manipulation 
information; and 

applying the manipulated image to a product. 

46. (Original) Apparatus capable of performing steps in the production of transaction 
cards bearing customer-defined images; comprising: 

means tbr providing an interface for generating a customer-defined image by means of 
the internet; and 

means for embedding an optically readable identifier in a customer-defined image. 

47 . (Current ly Amended) Appa^atus-capabte-e^-per feranftg *t«p^i- ia- tl^^ 

An apparatus for producing transaction cards bearing customer-defined images, comprising: 

means for receiving a customer-defined image comprising an embedded optical gptically- 

rea4able identifier; and 

means for reading said embedded eptieal optically-readabie identifier and encoding a 

memory medium of said transaction card with a version of said identifier. 

48. (Currenliy Amended) Apparatus capabje of performing steps in the produclion of 
An apparatus for producing transaction cards bearing customer-defined images, comprising: 

means for receiving a card bearing a customer-defined image comprising an eptie-a-l 
opticdly-readabb identifier; 
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means for receiving at least financial information relating to a con-esponding identifier; 
means for reconciling said opticai opticaliy-readabie identifier and said corresponding 
identifier; 

means for applying account information to a transaction card bearing said customer- 
defined image responsive to said reconciliation step. 

49. (Original) Apparatus as in claim 48, further comprising means for deriving said 
corresponding identifier from said account information. 

50. (Original) Apparatus as in claim 48, wherein said customer-defined image 
comprises an embedded optically readable identifier, 

51. (Original) Apparatus as in claim 48, wherein said step of reconciling comprises 

rea d ing said optical identifier and encoding a magnetically readable version of the identifier in a 
magnetic strip. 

52. (Currently Amended) A method for producing a transaction card corresponding to 
an account of a custon\er and bearing an image dei"med by the customer, the method comprising; 

providing an interface for a customer to generate a customer-defined image to be applied 
to a transaction card; 

associating an optically-readable identifier with said customer-defined image; 

read ing said optical optically-readable identifier and encoding a version of said identifier 
on a recording medium of said card; 
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reconciling tiie encoded version of the identifier with a coixesponding identifier related to 
customer account information to generate a transaction card bearing said customer-defined 
image and said custoiner account information. 

53. (Original) A method as in claiiT! 52., wherein said step of encoding a version of said 
iden tifier on a recording medium of the card comprises encoding a magnetic version of the 
identifier on the magnetic strip of a financial transaction card. 
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